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HOUSE BI LL 2705

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Sullivan and Kretz

Read first time 01/ 25/12. Referred to Commttee on State Governnent &
Tri bal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to the consolidation of legislative support
functions into an office of |egislative support services; anendi ng RCW
44.04. 260 and 43.88.230; adding a new chapter to Title 44 RCW and
provi ding an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that state governnent
shoul d be operated in an efficient and effective manner. It is the
intent of the legislature to create the office of |egislative support
services to make effective and efficient use of the public's resources,
inprove the delivery and quality of services, standardize practices,
and achi eve cost savi ngs.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Drector”™ nmeans the director of the office of Ilegislative
support services enpl oyed under section 4 of this act.

(2) "Legislative agencies" neans: The joint |egislative audit and
review conmttee, the joint transportation commttee, the office of the
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state actuary, the legislative evaluation and accountability program
commttee, the office of legislative support services, the joint
| egi slative systens conmttee, and the statute | aw commttee.

(3) "Ofice" neans the office of | egislative support services.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The office of legislative support
services is created to provide adm nistrative and support services to
the senate, house of representatives, and |egislative agencies. Al
operations of the office are subject to RCW44. 04. 260.

(2) The office shall provide support to the senate, the house of
representatives, and |egislative agencies for facilities operations,
asset managenent, production services, audi o- vi sual needs, the
distribution of information about the |egislature and the |egislative
process to the public, and other adm nistrative or support services of
the senate, the house of representatives, and |egislative agencies
aut hori zed by the secretary of the senate and the chief clerk of the
house of representatives.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The secretary of the senate and the
chief clerk of the house of representatives, in consultation with the
senate facilities and operations commttee and the house executive
rules conmttee, shall enploy a director of the office. The director
serves at the pleasure of the secretary of the senate and the chief
clerk of the house of representatives, who shall fix the director's
sal ary.

(2)(a) The director serves as the executive and adm ni strative head
of the office.

(b) In accordance with an adopted personnel plan, the director
shall enploy and fix the conpensation for personnel required to carry
out the purposes of this chapter.

(c) The director may enter into contracts for: (i) The sale,
exchange, or acquisition of equipnent, supplies, services, and
facilities required to carry out the purposes of this chapter; and (ii)
the distribution of |egislative information.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Subject to RCW 44.04.260, all expenses
i ncurred, including salaries and expenses of enployees, shall be paid
upon voucher fornms as provided and signed by the director. Vouchers

HB 2705. SL p. 2
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may be drawn on funds appropriated by law for the office. The senate
and house of representatives may transfer noneys appropriated for
| egi sl ati ve expenses to the office.

Sec. 6. RCW44.04.260 and 2005 c¢ 319 s 112 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The joint legislative audit and review commttee, the joint
transportation commttee, the select conmttee on pension policy, the
| egi sl ative eval uation and accountability programcommttee, the office
of legislative support services, and the joint |egislative systens
committee are subject to such operational policies, procedures, and
oversight as are deenmed necessary by the facilities and operations
commttee of the senate and the executive rules conmmittee of the house
of representatives to ensure operational adequacy of the agencies of
the legislative branch. As wused in this section, "operational
policies, procedures, and oversight" includes the devel opnment process
of biennial budgets, contracting procedures, personnel policies, and
conpensati on plans, selection of a chief admnistrator, facilities, and
expenditures. This section does not grant oversight authority to the
facilities and operations committee of the senate over any standing
commttee of the house of representatives or oversight authority to the
executive rules commttee of the house of representatives over any
standi ng conm ttee of the senate.

Sec. 7. RCW43.88.230 and 2005 ¢ 319 s 109 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

For the purposes of this chapter, the statute |law commttee, the
joint legislative audit and review conmttee, the joint transportation
commttee, the legislative evaluation and accountability program
committee, the office_of legislative support _services, the office of
state actuary, and all legislative standing commttees of both houses
shal | be deened a part of the |l egislative branch of state governnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. This act takes effect July 1, 2012.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
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1 a new chapter in Title 44 RCW

Passed by the House February 9, 2012.

Passed by the Senate February 24, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 29 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.
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